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1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following 
informalities: line 5: the term "kacket" appears to be mistyped. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

A broad limitation together with a narrow limitation that 
falls within the broad limitation (in the same claim) is 
considered indefinite, since the resulting claim does not 
clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent protection 
desired. MPEP § 2173.05(c). Note the explanation given by the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences in Ex parte Wu, 10 
USPQ2d 2031, 2033 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1989), as to where 
broad language is followed by "such as" and then narrow 
language. The Board stated that this can render a claim 
indefinite by raising a question or doubt as to whether the 
feature introduced by such language is (a) merely exemplary of 
the remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a 
required feature of the claims. Note also, for example, the 
decisions of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 USPQ 74 (Bd. App. 1961); 
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Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); and Ex parte Hasche, 
86 USPQ 481 (Bd. App. 1949) . 

In claim 1, two separate limitations associated with the 
term "in particular" (at three different occurrences) renders 
the claim indefinite since the scope of the claim can not be 
ascertained since one limitation is broader in scope whereas the 
other limitation is narrow in scope. 

In order to overcome the indef initeness , the Examiner 
proposes to amend the claim as follows: 

at lines 1-2, "end, in particular a high," to --end, the 
lamp being a high,--; 

at line 13: "jacket, in particular the means is a circular" 
to -- jacket, the fastening means being a circular--; and 

at line 18: delete the term "in particular". 

Claim 15, the term "the socket" lacks antecedent basis. The 
base claim does not define or mention the socket. It is unclear 
as to whether or not the term "the socket" is mistyped and 
should be "the jacket". 

Claims 2-14, 16 and 17 are necessarily rejected since they 
depend upon claim 1. 
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3. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 

4. Claims 2-14, 16 and 17 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claim 15 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Prior art of the record does not disclose applicant's 
claimed electric lamp with a base at one end, the lamp being a 
high pressure discharge lamp, having an inner vessel with a 
vacuum-tight seal, said vessel being surrounded by an outer 
jacket, a base with electric connections supporting the inner 
vessel, on the one hand, and the outer jacket, on the other 
hand, characterized by the combination of the following 
features : 
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a) the base has a base insulator that is made from an 
insulating material and has a central opening with a 
surrounding collar in which the inner vessel is held 
without cement; 

b) the base insulator includes a fastening means for the outer 
jacket, the means being a circular, radially projecting 
segment with an associated upper and lower plateau with 
reference to the base; 

c) the outer jacket includes an opening on the base side, 
there being located in the vicinity of the opening a means 
for fastening on the base insulator, a radially projecting 
edge having an upper and lower contact surface with 
reference to the base, the lower contact surface of the 
edge being compatible with the upper plateau of the 
circular, radially projecting segment on the base 
insulator; and 

d) the outer jacket is fastened on the base by means of a 
cementless mechanical holding mechanism with the inclusion 
of the means from b) and c) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ashok 
Patel whose telephone number is 571-272-2456. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Minh-Toan Ton can be 
reached on 571-272-2303. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



/Ashok Patel/ 

Ashok Patel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 



